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A  LETTER  TO  THE  FRIENDS 

Dear  Friends, 

On  Saturday,  April  1, 1995,  the  Friends 
of  Fondren  Library  will  gather  in  the  Rice 
Memorial  Center  to  honor  two  of  our  favorite 
friends  and  benefactors,  Audrey  and  Ben 
Woodson.  The  occasion  will  be  the  Fifteenth 
Annual  Fondren  Saturday  night  and  the  theme 
will  be  "Treasures  from  the  Woodson",  cel- 
ebrating the  gift  that  made  possible  the  Wood- 
son Research  Center  in  Fondren  Library. 

The  many  wonderful  components  of 
this  special  collection  include  a  27,000  rare 
book  collection,  more  than  350  manuscript 
collections  and  an  abundance  of  Rice  Univer- 
sity archives.  A  trip  through  the  Woodson 
reveals  such  diverse  treasures  as  the  1647 
edition  of  Comedies  and  Tragedies  by  Francis 
Beaumont  and  John  Fletcher  (donated  by  the 
Friends  of  Fondren  Library  for  the  Millionth 
Volume  Celebration),  the  Julian  Huxley  papers, 
the  Carlota  and  Maximilian  manuscript  collec- 
tion, Civil  War  photographs  by  Matthew 


Brady,  Mr.  Woodson  's  business  diaries  and  a 
photograph  of  the  Academic  Court  of  the  New 
Rice  Institute  dated  October  12, 1912,  4:00  P.M. 
We  have  a  lovely  evening  planned  for 
April  1 .  Please  join  us  in  celebrating  the 
Woodsons'  and  Rice's  long  standing  love 
affair  with  one  another.  Which  reminds  me, 
April  1  is  also  Audrey  and  Ben  Woodson's 
12th  wedding  anniversary.  Come  help  us 
celebrate  this  special  day  with  these  "treasures 
from  the  Woodson." 

Sincerely, 

Karen  Hess  Rogers 
Special  Events  Chairman 


FONDREN  LIBRARY 

Founded  under  the  charter 
of  the  university  dated  May 
18, 1891,  the  library  was 
established  in  1913.  Its 
present  building  was  dedi- 
cated November  4, 1949,  and 
rededicated  in  1969  after  a 
substantial  addition,  both 
made  possible  by  gifts  of  Ella 
F.  Fondren,  her  children,  and 
the  Fondren  Foundation  and 
Trust  as  a  tribute  to  Walter 
William  Fondren.  The  library 
celebrated  its  half-millionth 
volume  in  1965  and  its  one- 
millionth  volume  on  April  22, 
1979. 


THE  FRIENDS  OF 
FONDREN  LIBRARY 

The  Friends  of  Fondren 
Library  was  founded  in  1950 
as  an  association  of  library 
supporters  interested  in 
increasing  and  making  better 
known  the  resources  of  Fon- 
dren Library  at  Rice  Univer- 
sity. The  Friends,  through 
members'  contributions  and 
sponsorship  of  a  program  of 
memorials  and  honor  gifts, 
secure  gifts  and  bequests,  and 
provide  funds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  rare  books,  manu- 
scripts, and  other  materials 
that  are  needed  to  support 
teaching  and  research  at  the 
university. 


THE  FLYLEAF 

Founded  October  1950  and 
published  quarterly  by  the 
Friends  of  Fondren  Library  - 
MS  -  44-F,  Rice  University, 
6100  Main  Street ,  Houston, 
Texas  77005-1892,  The  Flyleaf 
is  a  record  of  Fondren 
Library's  and  Friends  activi- 
ties, and  of  the  generosity  of 
the  library's  supporters. 
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The  Woodsons  to  be  Honored  with  Spring  Gala 


Audrey  and  Ben  Woodson 


The  Friends  of  Fondren  gala  on  April  1, 1995, 
will  honor  Benjamin  Nelson  Woodson  for 
whom  the  Woodson  Research  Center  in  Fondren 
Library  is  named,  and  his  wife,  Audrey  Haney 
Watson  Woodson.  Mr.  Woodson  was  born  in 
Altoona,  Kansas.  His  father,  a  young  man  with  a 
promising  future  in  the  farm  implement  business, 
was  transferred  frequently.  Consequently,  Mr. 
Woodson  attended  public  schools  in  Oklahoma 
City;  Kansas  City;  Denver;  Rockwood,  Illinois; 
Chicago;  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  finally  Omaha 
where  he  graduated  from  high  school  in  1926. 

After  high  school  Mr.  Woodson,  who  was 
best  known  as  the  typing  champion  of  Nebraska, 
worked  at  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  headquar- 
ters in  Omaha  for  a  year  and  a  half.  At  that  time, 
his  greatest  ambition  was  to  be  secretary  to  the 
president  of  the  railroad.  However,  during  a  golf 
game  with  a  high  school  classmate,  he  met  an 
insurance  executive  who,  in  1928,  offered  Mr. 
Woodson  a  job  with  the  Mutual  Trust  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  in  Chicago.  Since  then  his  career 
has  been  in  insurance. 

By  1953,  Mr.  Woodson  was  Managing 
Director  of  The  National  Association  of  Life 
Underwriters  in  New  York  City  and  a  private 


insurance  consultant.  One  of  his  long  time  clients, 
Seaboard  Life  Insurance  Company  in  Houston, 
was  bought  by  American  General  Insurance 
Company.  Its  founder,  Gus  Wortham,  became 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  new  organization 
which  retained  the  name  of  American  General  and 
had  a  net  value  of  capital  and  surplus  of  about  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Wortham,  who 
had  met  Mr.  Woodson  on  his  business  trips  to 
Houston,  invited  Mr.  Woodson  to  move  to  Hous- 
ton to  become  president  of  American  General.  The 
move  took  place  on  July  1, 1953. 

The  merger  brought  together  two  very 
small  but  excellent  companies  with  different 
specialties.  Seaboard  was  in  life  insurance.  Ameri- 
can General  was  in  property,  liability  and  fire 
insurance.  At  that  time,  neither  had  written  a 
policy  outside  of  Texas.  Small  companies  of  this 
sort  had  dominated  the  insurance  business  in 
Texas  since  1905  when  large  national  companies 
had  left  the  state  because  a  new  Texas  law  re- 
quired them  to  invest  all  the  profits  from  their 
Texas  business  in  Texas.  That  situation  eventually 
changed,  allowing  the  newer  Texas  companies  to 
grow  and  expand  beyond  state  boundaries.  To- 
gether Mr.  Woodson  and  Mr.  Wortham  built 
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Woodsons  cont'd. 


American  General  into  a  company  now  worth  over 
five  billion  dollars  which  does  business  world- 
wide and  is  licensed  in  every  state  in  the  union. 
Eventually  Mr.  Woodson  succeeded  Mr.  Wortham 
as  chairman  of  the  board,  retiring  from  the  com- 
pany in  1978. 

In  addition  to  his  successful  business 
career,  Mr.  Woodson  has  held  leadership  posi- 
tions in  many  areas  of  the  Houston  community. 
He  is  the  founder  and  a  life  trustee  of  the  Houston 
Foundation  for  the  Retarded.  In  1971,  he  became 
president  of  the  Houston  Club.  At  that  time  he 
served  as  general  chairman  of  the  $15  million 
campaign  for  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  which 
resulted  in  the  construction  of  the  Brown  Pavilion, 
a  new  building  for  the  museum  school,  and 
endowments  for  acquisitions  and  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  museum  and  of  Bayou  Bend.  This 
was  the  first  broad-based  capital  drive  in  the 
museum's  history.  He  has  served  as  an  advisory 
director  of  Texas  Commerce  Bank,  a  charter 
director  of  the  Society  for  the  Performing  Arts,  a 
director  of  the  Houston  Symphony  Society,  a 
director  and  vice  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  president  of  the  Houston  Branch  of 
the  English  Speaking  Union,  a  director  of  the 
Texas  Medical  Center,  a  regent  of  the  University 
of  Houston,  and  board  member  of  countless  other 
community  organizations. 

In  1980  Mr.  Woodson  was  named  the  Man 
of  the  Year  by  the  Federation  Insurance  Counsel. 
In  1976  he  received  the  "For  Service  to  Fellow 
Man'  Award  from  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  and  was  selected  the  Key 
Houstonian  of  the  Year  by  the  Houston  Board  of 
Realtors.  Mr.  Woodson  was  named  distinguished 
citizen  by  Goodwill  Industries  in  1973,  and  in 
1963  he  received  the  John  Newton  Russell  Memo- 
rial Award,  a  prestigious  award  in  the  life  insur- 
ance business.  Mr.  Woodson  is  the  author  of  More 
Power  to  You,  1950;  The  Set  of  the  Sail,  1968;  and 
Simple  Truth,  1980. 

At  Rice  University  he  served  two  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  1962-66  and 
1968-70,  and  continues  as  a  Governor  Advisor.  A 
founding  member  of  the  Council  of  Overseers  of 
the  Rice  University  Jesse  H.  Jones  Graduate  School 
of  Business  Administration,  he  is  now  an  Overseer 
Emeritus.  Mr.  Woodson  served  as  co-chairman  of 
the  Corporate /Foundation  Committee  of  the  $33 
Million  Campaign.  In  the  late  1960s,  when  the 
four-story  Graduate  Research  Addition  to  the 
Fondren  Library  (roughly  the  west  half  of  the 


building)  was  constructed,  Mr.  Woodson  made  a 
donation  to  the  project  which  resulted  in  the 
Woodson  Research  Center  within  the  Special 
Collections  Department.  The  addition  was  dedi- 
cated in  1968.  His  daughter,  Mary  Burnett  Wood- 
son Crowell,  graduated  from  Rice  in  1961. 


Grace  Woodson  as  a  bride  in  1930 

Mr.  Woodson's  first  wife,  Grace  Cook 
Woodson,  died  in  1981  after  fifty-one  years  of 
marriage.  As  a  new  bride  in  1930,  Mrs.  Woodson 
had  worked  as  a  volunteer  at  the  United  Charities 
in  Chicago.  There  she  became  friends  with  Audrey 
Haney,  a  native  of  Lenape,  Kansas.  Miss  Haney 
was  a  professional  social  worker  who  had  studied 
mathematics  at  Washburn  University  in  Topeka, 
Kansas,  and  received  an  MA  in  social  work  from 
the  University  of  Chicago.  She  married  Harry 
Watson  and  continued  to  live  in  Chicago  until  her 
husband  retired  and  they  moved  to  Seattle.  Al- 
though the  Woodsons  moved  away  from  Chicago, 
the  two  couples  remained  fast  friends  throughout 
the  years,  visiting  one  another  as  often  as  possible. 
In  1983,  after  the  deaths  of  both  of  their  spouses, 
Mr.  Woodson  persuaded  Mrs.  Watson  to  marry 
him  and  to  move  to  Houston.  Here  she  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  board  at  Holly  Hall  and 
has  made  many  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodson  are  members  of  the 
Friends  of  Fondren  Library  and  Rice  Associates  as 
well  as  longtime  supporters  of  Rice  Athletics. 
Houston  and  Rice  are  better  places  because  they 
have  lived  among  us  and  given  of  themselves  to 
our  community. 

Dorothy  Knox  Howe  Houghton 
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Still  Watching  the  Front 


The  crowds  looking  at  Rene  Magritte's 
"Ceci  est  un  morceau  de  fromage"  at  a  recent 
exhibition  at  the  Menil  Museum  probably  didn't 
notice  the  exculpatory  footnote:  "Given  the 
fragility  of  the  glass,  the  pedestal  and  dome 
shown  here  are  temporary  replacements." 

The  playful  Magritte  work  is  a  small 
framed  oil  depicting  a  piece  of  yellow  cheese.  It 
rests  on  a  classic  glass-domed  cheese  stand.  The 
Menil  curators  faced  a  dilemma  when  the  lender 
refused  to  ship  the  breakable  glass  stand,  obvi- 
ously a  crucial  part  of  the  art  work. 

What  to  do?  The  museum  staff  combed 
local  antique  shops,  searching  for  an  adequate 
substitute,  but  to  no  avail.  There  was  much  hand 


Ben  Klinger's  Variety  Fair  5  and  10 


wringing  before  someone  finally  came  up  with  the 
obvious  solution:  check  out  Variety  Fair  5  and  10 
in  the  Village. 

Ben  Klinger's  tightly  packed  shop  on  Rice 
Boulevard  is  a  treasure  trove  of  embroidery  hoops 
and  ink  pads,  Barbie  dolls  and  cap  guns,  nuts  and 
bolts,  satin  ribbons  and  pasta  pots,  golden  crowns 
and  Japanese  laterns.  Viola!  There  in  the  back  of 
the  store,  packed  in  with  the  reading  lights  and 
feather  dusters,  was  an  exact  replica  of  the  1920s 
Parisian  glass  cheese  stand,  complete  with  glass 
dome,  that  Magritte  paired  with  his  picture  of  a 
cheese.  The  exhibit  would  open  on  time!  Variety 
Fair  5  and  10  had  once  again  saved  the  day! 

Now  our  Woodson  Research  Center  has  its 
own  Variety  Fair  artifacts:  a  tape  and  text  of  the 
homily  delivered  by  owner  Ben  Kinger,  Rice  '45, 
to  the  congregation  of  Beth  Israel  Synagogue.  No 
staid  sermon,  this  paean,  "Why  I  Am  Thankful  To 
Be  An  American",  is  a  gently  humorous  account 
of  an  immigrant  family.  It  is  a  recounting  of  their 
struggles,  interrupted  by  a  Ben's  still-lilting 
baritone  warbling  what  must  be  his  theme  song: 
"I  Met  a  Million  Dollar  Baby  at  the  Five  and  Ten 
Cent  Store." 

The  tape,  which  includes  a  portion  of  the 
religious  service,  songs  and  prayers  familiar  to 
Jews  and  Christians  alike,  is  an  admix  of  pride  and 
humility.  Ben  tells  of  the  young  woman,  his 
mother,  Mary,  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Galveston 
shortly  after  World  War  I.  Settling  in  Houston 
with  her  family,  she  meets  and  falls  in  love  with 
another  young  Austrian  immigrant.  Max  Klinger 
is  first  a  shoemaker,  and  later  a  shopkeeper. 

They  have  a  small  grocery,  then  a  hard- 
ware store,  and  as  their  finances  improve,  they 
purchase  a  "dry  goods"  store  on  Washington 
Avenue.  With  family  quarters  on  the  second  floor, 
it's  easy  for  Ben  and  his  older  brother,  Sol,  to  work 
in  the  store  after  school  and  on  weekends. 

When  he  is  10  years  old,  Ben  is  charged 
with  managing  the  hardware  department,  buying 
and  displaying,  as  well  as  selling  the  merchandise. 
He  "learns  the  business,"  making  in  his  own 
words,  "lots  of  mistakes." 
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Klinger  cont'd. 


Ben  Klinger  as  a  student  at  Rice  Institute 


The  family  attends  Adath  Ementh  Syna- 
gogue on  Houston  Avenue.  Joe  Alparavich,  a 
Russian  immigrant  and  itinerant  junkman,  tutors 
the  boys  in  Hebrew,  after  hitching  his  horse  and 
wagon  at  the  back  of  the  store. 

In  the  store,  Mother  Klinger  is  the  guiding 
spirit.   "Vatch  the  front,"  she  admonishes  him 
time  and  time  again.  Her  gentle  prodding  becomes 
a  lifelong  practice  for  Ben  during  his  own  retailing 
career  —  "Watch  the  front."  To  this  day,  every 
customer  is  greeted  at  the  door  with  a  friendly 
hello  and  an  offer  to  help. 

Thanks  to  less  gentle  prodding  by  Jesse 
Jones,  Houston's  friend  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the 
Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  helps  the 
Depression  locally,  providing  relief  funds  for 
construction  of  City  Hall,  the  towering  San  Jacinto 
monument,  and  a  new  school  on  Westheimer  Road 
west  of  Kirby  Drive.  Ben  enrolls  in  the  first  class  of 
that  new  school  —  Mirabeau  B.  Lamar  High 
School.  He  has  to  get  up  before  dawn  and  ride 
three  busses  to  get  from  Washington  Avenue  to 
Westheimer  Road  and  River  Oaks  Boulevard.   "It 
was  quite  a  trip,"  he  says  laconically.  And  he 
repeats  it,  going  home,  each  afternoon. 

Conditions  improve  markedly  when  a 
young  girl  named  Alice  Stelwagen  starts  to  work  at 
the  store  on  Saturdays  (Da  de  da. .."Million  Dollar 
Baby...").  Alice  and  Ben  work  side  by  side  for  most 
of  the  next  fifty  years. 


After  war  is  declared  in  1941,  Sol  enlists  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps  and  is  stationed  at  Ellington 
Air  Force  Base  outside  Houston.   "It  was  a  good 
arrangement,"  says  the  practical  Ben,  "because  he 
could  be  at  the  store  on  weekends."  Ben,  too, 
interrupts  his  studies  at  the  Rice  Institute  to  serve 
his  country  as  a  navigator,  flying  B-17s  out  of 
Foggia,  Italy,  over  targets  in  northern  Italy, 
southern  Germany,  and  his  parents'  homeland, 
Austria.  Back  in  Houston,  Mother  Klinger  "some- 
how kept  the  store  going.  .  ." 

When  the  brothers  return  after  the  war, 
Sol,  the  eldest,  is  given  management  of  the  dry 
goods  store  and  the  familly  searches  for  a  pos- 
sible store  for  Ben  and  Alice.  The  search  leads  to 
a  variety  store  for  sale  on  Rice  Boulevard  in  the 
Village. 

Their  new  Variety  Fair  opened  on  Decem- 
ber 8, 1948.  A  good  month  is  followed  by  25 
"very  rough"  years.  The  direct  competition  of  a 
nearby  chain  store  keeps  pressure  on  the  couple 
until,  according  to  Ben,  "God  finally,  finally, 
finally"  comes  to  their  rescue  and  "closes  down 
the  chain  store!" 

In  time,  the  Klinger  children,  Harold  and 
Cathy,  work  in  the  store  on  Saturdays  and  then 
they  attend  college,  begin  careers,  and  start  their 


Ben  with  his  bomber  group  in  Foggia,  Italy 
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The  Write  Stuff 
Friends  Honor  Rice  Authors  at  Ley  Student  Center 


All  writers  are  alike.  They  spend  their  days 
confronting  the  terror  of  a  blank  page  and 
their  nights  agonizing  over  the  results:  they  won't 
be  published.  If  they  are  published  they  won't  be 
reviewed.  If  they  are  reviewed  they  won't  be  able 
to  leave  their  homes  in  this  lifetime.  If  the  reviews 
are  good  their  work  will  be  dismissed  as  "high- 
brow" and  "inaccessible"  and  their  publishers  will 
pull  them  off  the  promotional  tour.  Above  all  there 
will  be  the  familiar  feeling  that  things  are  not 
going  well. 

If  you  think  in  negative  spirals,  you  are 
probably  a  writer,  although  you  might  not  have 
known  that  about  yourself  until  this  moment.  If 
you  don't  think  in  negative  spirals,  you  are  prob- 
ably not  a  writer,  but  a  normal  human  being  with 
access  to  a  wide  range  of  positive  emotions  — 
someone  who  can't  imagine  projecting  the  dark 
scenarios  outlined  above.  In  either  case,  whether 
you  possess  the  temperament  and  inclinations  of  a 
writer  or  pursue  your  life  with  the  confidence  of 
Steve  Young  throwing  touchdown  passes  for  the 
Forty-Niners,  you  should  have  been  present  at  the 
Friends  of  Fondren's  annual  Authors'  Reception 
on  the  evening  of  January  25. 


Charles  Maynard,  Tom  Wilson,  George  Burt 
and  Max  Apple 


Klinger  cont'd. 


own  families.  (In  the  religious  service  Ben  sings, 
"Is  this  the  little  girl?  I  don't  remember  growing 
older.  .  .  when  did  they?") 

Cathy  Klinger  Irby  is  now  back  at  Variety 
Fair,  working  mornings  so  she  can  be  with  her 
young  children  the  rest  of  the  day.  On  Sundays 
she  often  joins  her  mother  in  the  shop  to  arrange 
new  stock  and  attend  to  paper  work. 

I  usually  stop  by  Variety  Fair  in  the  after- 
noons when  I  can  exchange  banter  with  Ben 
Klinger,  a  venerable  fixture  of  the  Village  culture. 

"Mr.  Klinger,  how  are  your  doing?" 

"Well,  I'm  just  perfect  and  getting  better. 
Is  it  still  snowing  out  there?" 


"No,  sir,  I  think  you  got  that  taken  care  of. 
However,  I  am  desperate  to  find  a  Famous 
Feemster  vegetable  slicer  like  my  mother  used  to 
have.  Would  you  by  any  chance  have  one?" 

Ben  Klinger's  eyes  are  glowing. 

"I  think  we  just  might  have  one  left.  Aha! 
Here  it  is!  Sorry  the  box  is  a  little  dusty." 

I  leave  Variety  Fair  with  a  contented  smile 
on  my  face,  clutching  my  prize.  Thanks,  Ben,  you 
always  have  whatever  we  need.  Probably  comes 
from  so  many  years  of  "watching  the  front." 

Texas  Anderson 
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There  you  would  have  seen  that  rarest  of 
sights,  a  roomful  of  contented  authors  basking  in  a 
non-competitive  atmosphere  that  promoted  a 
sense  of  well-being  and  mutual  trust.  It  was 
nothing  short  of  remarkable  to  see  how  last  year's 
grudging  introverts  had  become  the  heroes  of  their 
own  books.  They  no  longer  opted  for  the  last  row, 
drank  their  coffee  in  silence,  or  looked  at  the  floor 
while  they  rewrote  their  opening  line.  ("He 
surveyed  the  crowd  and  thought  of  all  the  mean 
things  that  had  happened  to  him  in  his  life...") 
They  were  past  that. 

In  fact  by  the  time  Charles  Maynard,  pro- 
gram chairman  for  Friends  of  Fondren,  introduced 
the  evening's  speakers,  most  of  the  writers  present 
seemed  entirely  reconciled  to  the  idea  that  they  were 
not  the  evening's  speakers.  It  was  enough  that  they 
had  been  published  and  that  we  had  come  out  to  see 
them.  The  evening  turned  affable  and  we  took  our 
seats  in  a  haze  of  good  will. 

Since  all  writers  are  secret  narcissists,  who 
tend  to  sneer  at  the  competition,  it  was  very  odd. 
But  even  that  feeling  soon  disappeared.  Probably 
because  the  menu  of  topics  was  just  disparate 
enough  to  make  everyone  present  relieved  that 
they  didn't  have  to  write  a  coherent  article  about 
the  relations  between  interplanetary  dust  particles 
and  kosher  dietary  restrictions.  Nothing  was  odd. 
They  weren't  on  call. 

They  abandoned  themselves  to  the  passiv- 
ity of  the  moment  and  smiled  at  me  in  a  way  that 
said,  "maybe  next  year,  when  you've  finished  your 
novel..."  I  picked  up  my  pen. 

It  is  absolutely  true  that  there  is  a  very 
brilliant  man,  a  graduate  of  this  University,  who 
has  just  come  out  with  a  book  entitled  Analysis  of 
Interplanetary  Dust.  "D"  as  in  dust  I  reflected, 
remembering  the  physics  grade  I  barely  eked  out 
in  college.  But  just  because  we  operated  on  differ- 
ent intellectual  wave  lengths,  I  saw  no  reason  to 
revisit  that  old  injury  at  this  stage  of  our  lives. 
After  all,  my  physics  professor  gave  me  a  break 
when  I  needed  it.  I  could  do  as  much,  if  not  more. 

It  was  gratifying  to  learn  from  Tom  Wil- 
son, one  of  the  editors  of  this  book,  that  cosmic 
dust  is  the  "proto-stuff"  of  life,  when  I  had  always 
imagined  that  the  opposite  was  true.  ("From  dust 
to  dust"  being  one  of  the  phrases  that  still  reso- 
nates through  my  recollections  of  a  Catholic 
childhood.)  In  fact,  cosmic  dust,  which  is  the 


residuum  of  orbital  debris,  planetary  rings,  and 
asteroid  collisions,  has  a  life  of  its  own.  It  was 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  maintain  my  low 
opinion  of  dust  when  faced  with  a  series  of  im- 
pressive slides  that  revealed  the  extent  of  damage 
inflicted  by  dust  particles  on  satellite  shields. 
Serious  fender-benders  comes  to  mind.  It  turns  out 
that  the  "morphology"  of  these  dents  allows 
scientists  to  calculate  the  velocity  with  which  a 
piece  of  dust  strikes  a  hard  surface  in  outer  space. 
For  a  number  of  reasons,  this  information  is 
critically  significant. 

I  enjoyed  the  slides  and  Dr.  Wilson  was  an 
engaging  speaker,  who  seemed  to  understand  that 
none  of  us  could  follow  him  very  far  on  his  inter- 
planetary journey,  but  that  we  all  wished  him  well 
and  were  delighted  that  someone  was  up  to  this 
kind  of  rigorous  intellectual  challenge. 

Next  we  heard  from  George  Burt,  a  profes- 
sor at  the  Shepherd  School  of  Music,  who  has 
recently  published  a  book  on  movie  scores,  titled 
The  Art  of  Film  Music.  Mr.  Burt  is  himself  a  com- 
poser who  has  written  the  scores  for  eight  feature 
length  films.  As  a  child,  he  used  to  reenact  the 
major  dramatic  incidents  of  Saturday's  matinee, 
providing  his  own  sound  effects  for  an  audience  of 


Guests  browsing  through  the  many  selections. 
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friends.  Eventually  his  childhood  fascination  with 
music  and  movies  evolved  into  an  unusual  career. 
He  learned  how  to  develop  drama  through  music. 
"Music  becomes  memorable,"  he  observed,  "when  it 
tells  us  something  the  camera  can't."  As  a  writer, 
there  are  many  times  when  I  want  to  say  something 
and  can't.  I  wondered  if  he  had  a  consulting  service 
for  troubled  authors  and  decided  to  add  his  name  to 
my  list  of  personal  trainers. 

Finally  we  heard  from  Max  Apple,  a 
longtime  Rice  favorite  who  read  from  his  latest 
book,  Roommates,  a  memoir  about  his  grandfather. 
Dr.  Apple  shared  the  story  of  his  first  year  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  where  he  confronted  a 
bewildering  array  of  non-kosher  foods  that  threat- 
ened to  starve  him  into  a  new  identity.  ("When  it 
came  to  eating  I  remained  as  observant  as  a 
rabbi.")  "What  can  a  Jew  eat?"  his  grandmother 
asked,  with  the  same  sense  of  futility  that  Freud 
brought  to  bear  on  the  question  of  what  women 
want.  Fearing  for  his  survival,  she  urged  him  to 
eat  whatever  he  saw.  A  T-bone  steak  at  the  Sugar 
Bowl  restuarant  in  Ann  Arbor  became  the  symbolic 
bridge  to  a  wider  world,  the  "write  of  passage" 
that  every  author  must  claim  in  the  search  for  his 


own  voice.  In  a  bite  it  was  done.  And  again  I 
wondered  about  the  specific  literary  qualities  of 
certain  foods  like  madeleines  which  seem  to  fabri- 
cate brilliant  careers  out  of  crumbs.  "Nothing  is 
ever  lost,"  has  become  one  of  my  favorite  sayings 
and  I  recalled  with  pleasure  the  hours  I  spent  at 
Mr.  Gatti's  with  my  youngest  son.  "Someday,"  I 
thought,  "it  will  all  make  sense." 

My  immediate  task  was  to  make  sense  of 
an  evening  that  served  up  so  many  dishes  at  one 
seating.  I  thought  with  equanimity  on  Hegel's 
philosophical  construct  which  had  always  taken 
care  of  loose  ends  in  the  past:  "Thesis.  Antithesis. 
Synthesis."  In  my  opinion  it  makes  even  more 
sense  than  E=mc2  and  has  a  verbal  authority  that 
goes  beyond  the  mere  manipulation  of  symbols.  I 
would  try  that. 

If  the  topics  refused  to  submit  I  could 
always  call  Stephen  Spielberg  and  tell  him  that  I 
had  a  sensational  new  property  for  him  to  con- 
sider: Inter-Galactic  Dust  Bunnies  at  Play,  screen- 
play by  Max  Apple,  music  by  George  Burt,  based 
on  an  original  idea  by  Tom  Wilson  and  Charles 
Maynard,  ...starring  Friends  of  Fondren  President 
cum  actress,  Roxanne  Shaw. 


Elizabeth  Hutcheson  Carrell 


Texas  Anderson,  Ray  Simpson,  and  Karen  Rogers 
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Friends  of 
Fondren  Library 


November  1, 1994  - 
January  31, 1995 

We  welcome  the  following  new 
members. 

Contributors 

Mr.  Danny  Asher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gabriel  Baizan 

Mr.  David  Bonilla 

Ms.  Linh-Chan  Brown 

Mr.  Richard  G.  Carranza 

Mr.  James  W.  Carter 

Ms.  Suzanne  Cruver 

Mr.  Andrew  Czobor 

Mr.  Michael  Ebbert 

Ms.  Kathy  A.  Gillette 

Ms.  Lucia  Crocheron  Greer 

Ms.  Sharon  Harris 

Mr.  Michael  E.  Heinrichs 

Mr.  Keirom  E.  Hylton 

George  A.  and  Evelyn  Laing  Krudy 

Ms.  Beverly  Linville 

Mr.  Chuck  Low 

Rick  and  Patsy  Lundlam 

Ms.  Diana  D.  Magnuson 

Mrs.  Sofia  Khan  McGuire 

Mr.  John  P.  Mitchell 

Mr.  Juergen  Mueller 

Mr.  John  Calvin  Parker 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christopher  P.  Reed 

Mr.  Bill  Rudersdorf 

Carl  T.  and  Debbie  M.  Schultz 

Mr.  Michael  Skupin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jayesh  Shah 


Mr.  Nobuhiko  Shoga 

Mr.  Russell  L.  Slaid 

Mr.  Michael  Skupin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Stewart 

Mr.  Phil  Sullivan 

Mrs.  Nazleen  Tharani 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Young 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Williams 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Wood 

Recent  Alumni 

Mr.  Jerome  A.  Brown 
Mr.  John  A.  Dorsey 
Ms.  Lindsay  Fairhurst 
Mr.  Terrence  M.  Hurley 
Ms.  Shirat  Mavligit 
Mr.  Bolie  C.  Willliams  IV 

In  addition,  the  following  have  up- 
graded their  membership  in  the 
Friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Emil  Adler 
Mr.  Robert  J.  Blackwell 
Wibawa  A.  Sutanto  and  Nancy 

Chiu 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Coscio 
Murdina  M.  Desmond,  M.D. 
Ms.  Katherine  B.  Dobelman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 
Mrs.  Mary  Smith  Fay 
Mr.  David  J.  Feickert 
J.  H.  and  Marion  Freeman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  Grady,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Lisa  Brunn  Gossett 


Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Henry 

Ms.  Jean  Herrington 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Hoagland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuven  Hollo 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  D.  Itz 

Carolyn  and  John  Jackson 

Dr.  Katharine  J.  Jones 

Dr.  Lynda  L.  Kelly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  N.  Kidd 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Kinnebrew 

Florence  and  Bob  Lait 

Mr.  Greg  LeRoy 

Mr.  James  T.  Longineau 

Don  and  Mary  Julia  Macune 

Mr.  John  A.  McCall 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Sims  McNeil 

Dr.  Christopher  B.  Murray 

Dr.  H.  Nugent  Myrick 

Mr.  W.  Burt  Nelson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  Newar 

Mr.  William  Pannill 

Dr.  Victoria  Price 

George  and  Karan  Ruhlen 

Camille  and  Ray  Simpson 

Ms.  Ketti  Eipers  Smith 

Renee  and  Larry  Stern 

Mrs.  Paula  J.  Webb 

Mr.  Jack  C.  Williams 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Wilson 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Barry  P.  Wood 

The  Friends  of  Fondren  Library  is  most 
grateful  to  these  new  Friends  for  their 
interest  and  to  the  Friends  of  longer 
standing  for  their  support  and  for  re- 
newing their  commitments. 
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Fondren  Library 


December  1, 1994  -  January  31, 1995 

GIFTS  IN  KIND 

John  E.  (Ed)  Akin,  Ph.D. 
Centro  de  Documentation, 

Fundacion  Pro-Sierra  Nevada 

de  Santa  Marta 
Chris  Condon 
Steven  C.  Currall,  Ph.D. 
Marian  Hillar,  Ph.D. 
Richard  Ingersoll,  Ph.D. 
Ronald  L.  Sass,  Ph.D. 
C.  H.  Ward,  Ph.D. 

ENDOWED  GIFTS 

OWEN  WISTER  LITERARY 
SOCIETY  ALUMNAE 
ENDOWED  LIBRARY 
FUND 

Gifts  in  MEMORY  OF/ 

given  by: 

Ruth  Morgan  Biggs 

Elsa  H.  Daniels 

Suzanne  Nabors  Cutler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Newnham 
Owen  Wister  Literary  Society 
Alumnae 

MONEY  GIFTS 

A  Book  Buyers  Shop 
The  Lily  and  Alan  Kanter 

Philanthropic  Fund 
McGovern  Fund 
Oscar  M.  Palmer,  Jr. 
Doris  Lee  Schild 
Kathryn  Frances  Thompson 


Gifts  in  HONOR  OF/ 

given  by: 

Aaron  J.  Cohen  on  the  occasion  of 

his  birthday,  by 
Helen  J.  Mintz 

Mrs.  Frank  B.  Davis  in  apprecia- 
tion, by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Harrison 

Congressman  and  Mrs.  Gene 
Green  on  the  occasion  of  their 
25th  wedding  anniversary,  by 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Joiner 

Edna  Leah  Frosch  on  the  occasion 

of  her  birthday,  by 
Helen  L.  Blumberg 
Isabell  and  Max  Herzstein 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Reichek 

David  Meyerson  on  the  occasion 

of  his  birthday,  by 
Mrs.  Harold  Yellin 

Gifts  in  MEMORY  OF/ 

given  by: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Abercrombie 

The  George  A.  Robinson  IV 
Foundation 

W.  Leland  Anderson 

Rita  Cobler 

Elizabeth  Hill  Baird 

Joan  Baird  Glover 

Robert  F.  Ball,  Jr. 

Terri  and  Robert  Blair 

Ruth  Barrow 

Aida  and  Bill  Roberts 


Ruth  Morgan  Biggs 

Brad  Boswell,  D.D.S. 
E.  F.  Heyne  III,  D.D.S. 

Ann  Randolph  Bown  Bledsoe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Baker,  Jr. 

Claire  Chamberlain 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 

Ann  and  Bert  Link 

Kay  and  Gus  Schill 

Annita  Fite  Schwartz 

Nancy  and  Bill  Wareing 

Charles  Bohmer,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Browne  Baker,  Jr. 

Nadine  Werlin  Cain 

Helen  F.  Mintz 

William  D.  Caldwell 

Priscilla  and  Ray  Skaggs 

Durell  M.  Carothers 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Evans  Attwell 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Rogers  III 
Roy  H.  To  well,  Jr. 

Rebecca  Frances  Burrell  Chenault 

Eleanor  MacMahon 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Rogers  III 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Shelden 
Margaret  and  John  Smith 
Wanda  and  Louis  Spaw 

Martha  Williams  Clark 

Mrs.  Marshall  F.  Robertson 

Clover  B.  Cole 

Florence  A.  Miller 

Harold  A.  Cory 

Raymond  H.  Moers 

Mary  Cox 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  G.  Weymouth 
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Gifts  cont'd. 


Mary  Cullinan  Cravens 

Carolyn  E.  Mitchell 

Henry  W.  Creeger 

Mrs.  C.  Fred  Much 

Oleta  Stevens  Cutbirth 

Ralph  S.  O'Connor 

Nahum  Franklin  Davidson 

Chandler  Davidson 

Sarah  Cook  Davidson 

Chandler  Davidson 

Tom  Martin  Davis 

Tom  C.  Dunn 

Ruby  Grace  Dederick 

Carolyn  E.  Mitchell 

Istmenia  Espino  de  Salamina 

Architectural  Class  of  1955 
Cesar  Salamina  Gaudiano 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Joiner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  G.  Weymouth 

Maunie  Frost  Dunnam 

Eliza  Lovett  Randall 

Norman  W.  Faust 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lebbeus  C.  Kemp,  Jr. 

Robert  Farrington  Flagg 

Patsy  and  Woods  Martin 
Martha  G.  Roessler 
Elleanor  G.  Tyng 

Lucila  Flores 

Fondren  Library  Staff  Association 

Vivian  Friedberg 

Rita  and  Bernard  Wise 


Joe  Gallegly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  McPhail 

Harry  A.  Gibbon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  V.  Lyttleton 

Jean  Giesberg 

David  O.  Eisnelohr 

Milton  Gilbert 

Ruthe  and  Marty  Berman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Woodruff 

Harold  Viterbo  Goodman,  Jr. 

Ralph  S.  O'Connor 

Lem  Goodwin 

Ralph  S.  O'Connor 

Elsa  Glaser  Gorges 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 
Mary  Nell  and  Ben  Hinds 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Guillory 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Richard 

A.  A.  "Andy"  Henderson,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Woodruff 

Dr.  John  H.  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  V.  Lyttleton 

Dr.  Laurita  L.  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  V.  Lyttleton 

Fred  O.  Honerkamp 

Ann  and  Bert  Link 

Sara  Margaret  Burnham 
Houston 

Feme  and  Harold  Hyman 
Raymond  H.  Moers 


William  Howard  Keenan 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Geoffrey 

Keightley 
Mariann  and  George  Kitchel 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  V.  Lyttleton 
Ralph  S.  O'  Connor 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Rogers  III 
K.  E.  Womack,  Jr. 

Jody  D.  Little 

Gene  Little 

Margaret  Warn  Carter  Luckie 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  P.  Jackson 

Beverly  Bixby  Maxson 

Tom  C.  Dunn 

William  R.  McClain 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Joner 

Charles  McDugald 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hudspeth 

Jane  A.  Miller 

Betty  Miller 

Eleanor  T.  Mosle 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 

Guernsey  A.  Palmer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  V.  Lyttleton 

Edith  Parrish 

Terri  and  Robert  Blair 

Mary  Byron  Williams  Peden 

Mary  Sue  Barnum 

Mr.  and  Mrs  John  T.  Graham 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  O. 

Hutchinson 
Meredith  H.  Lowe 
Anne  d'Olier  Mullen 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Chris  F.  Seyer  III 
Cynthia  Lyle  and  David  T.  Young 
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Gifts  cont'd. 


Lysle  H.  Peterson,  M.D. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Baker,  Jr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Shelden 
Elleanor  G.  Tyng 

Thomas  T.  Player,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  McDonald 

Gerald  Reifel 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  M.  Bowles,  Jr. 

C.  E.  Rheinlander 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  K.  Nance 

Robert  G.  Rick 

Susie  Abramson 

June  Holly  and  Bill  Harrison 

Feme  and  Harold  Hyman 

Becky  Kaminsky 

Helen  B.  Kapiloff 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Geoffrey 

Keightley 
Andrew  W.  and  Emily  Miller 

Ladner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  D.  Pool 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  I.  Radoff 
Gay  A.  Roane 
Rita  and  Bernard  Wise 
Helen  S.  Worden 

Hugh  Lennox  Scott  II 

Jean  and  John  Yeager 


Mary  Nash  Scott 
Tom  C.  Dunn 

Tina  Cleveland  Sharp 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franz  R.  Brotzen 
The  Discussion  Group 
Ralph  S.  O'Connor 

Brooxie  Shivers 

Mrs.  E.  Ernest  Eutsler 
Florence  and  Bob  Lait 
Jane  and  Sandy  Rushing 

Dr.  J.  Leslie  Smith 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  J.  Butler 

Virginia  Gibbs  Smyth 

Board  of  Governors,  Administration 
and  Faculty  of  Rice  University 

Ernestine  Moursund  Stone 
Tom  C.  Dunn 

James  U.  Teague 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  B.  Kitchel 

Milton  B.  McGinty 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Smith 

Mary  Louise  Tichenor 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C  M.  Hudspeth 

Joe  Thompson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Dyer,  Jr. 


Carrie  McMickin  Johnson 
Turner 

Mr.  W.  Winthrop  Carter 
Mrs.  Avon  S.  Duson 
Mrs.  Thomas  Garth 
Nancy  and  Wesley  Johnson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Rice 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Squire 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sellers  J.  Thomas,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Troy  Whitehurst 

Ruth  Hill  McKinney 
Van  Steenbergh 

Feme  and  Harold  Hyman 

James  "Pete"  Walker 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  G.  Weymouth 

Judy  Cunningham  Wilson 

Elda  F.  Brewer 

Frank  H.  Wozencraft 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Eubank 

Katherine  Dionne  Wray 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Hoagland 
Nell  Willmarm 
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News  and  Notes.... 


.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  N.  Woodson  III  to  be 
honored  The  Friends  of  Fondren  Library  will 
honor  the  Woodsons  on  Saturday,  April  1, 1995,  at 
7:00  p.m.  with  a  dinner  and  auction  in  the  Grand 
Hall  of  the  Rice  Memorial  Center.  Table  prices 
range  from  $1,500  to  $10,000  and  individual  tickets 
are  $100  each.  For  more  information,  call  the 
Friends's  office,  285-5157. 

.  Annual  Meeting  Ambassador  Edward  P. 
Djerejian,  Director  of  the  James  A.  Baker  III  Insti- 
tute of  Public  Policy  will  present  a  program  on 
Wednesday,  May  24,  following  a  dinner  in  the 
Farnsworth  Pavilion,  Ley  Student  Center. 

.  Gift  Membership  The  Friends  of  Fondren 
Library  is  offering  a  guest  membership  of  $25  for 
one  year.  Members  of  the  Friends  may  give  this  to 
non-members.  Guest  members  may  check  out  two 
books  at  any  given  time.  For  more  information 
please  call  the  office  at  285-5157. 


.  Friends'  Great  Books  Club  The  Friends  of 
Fondren  Library  Great  Books  Club,  in  April  1995, 
will  begin  the  first  series  of  the  Great  Books  with 
works  by  Chekhov,  Aristotle,  Plato,  Conrad,  Kant, 
Marx,  Freud,  Rousseau,  Darwin,  Shakespeare, 
Hume,  Tocqueville,  Simmel,  and  Sophocles.  The 
series  may  be  ordered  by  calling  1-800-222-5870 
from  8:00  A.M.  to  4:45  P.M.  central  time.  For  further 
information  concerning  the  Friends'  club,  call  Drs. 
John  Belmont  and  Nancy  Glass,  723-2276  at  night. 

.  Friends  to  Hold  Book  Sale  Chairmen  Texas 
Anderson,  Oscar  D.  Graham  II,  and  Lee  Chatham 
Seureau  announce  that  the  Friends  of  Fondren 
Library  will  hold  a  book  sale  in  1995.  Books  may 
be  delivered  to  Star  Motors,  7000  Old  Katy  Rd. 
Porters  are  available  to  help  unload  cars. 


Getting  great  bargains  at  a  previous  Friends'  book  sale 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Membership  in  the  Friends  of  Fondren  Library  is  open  to  everyone.  It  is  not  an  alumni  organization.  Member- 
ship contributions  are  as  follows: 

Recent  Alumni  (1-5  years  since  graduation  from  Rice) $10 

Contributor $50 

Sponsor $100 

Patron $250 

Benefactor $500 

Library  Fellow $1,000 

Members  of  the  Friends  receive  The  Flyleaf  and  invitations  to  special  programs  and  events  sponsored  by  the 
Friends.  Members  who  are  not  already  faculty  or  staff  of  the  university  receive  library  privileges.  A  maximum 
of  four  books  may  be  checked  out  for  a  period  of  28  days,  and  a  photo  ID  is  required.  Members  must  be  at 
least  18.  Checks  for  membership  contributions  should  be  made  out  to  the  Friends  of  Fondren  Library  and 
mailed  to  Rice  University,  Friends  of  Fondren  Library  MS  44  -  F,  6100  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas,  77005- 
1892,  along  with  your  preferred  name  and  address  listing  and  home  and  business  phone  numbers.  Under 
Internal  Revenue  Service  Guidelines  the  estimated  value  of  the  benefits  received  is  not  substantial;  therefore 
the  full  amount  of  your  gift  is  a  deductible  contribution.  Contributions  also  help  to  meet  the  Brown  Founda- 
tion Challenge  Grant. 


RICE  UNIVERSITY  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FONDREN  LIBRARY  MS  44  -  F 
6100  MAIN  STREET  HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77005-1892 

O  In  memory  of  O  In  honor  of  O  On  occasion  of 


Name 


Event  or  Occasion 

Please  send  the  information  card  to: 

Name 

Address 

City 


State ziP_ 


This  space  for  contributor 

Name 

Address 


City 

State  ZiP- 


Under  Internal  Revenue  Service  Guidelines  the  estimated  value  of  the  benefits  received  is  not  substantial;  therefore  the  full 
amount  of  your  gift  is  a  deductible  contribution.  The  average  book  costs  $50.  All  donations  are  greatly  appreciated. 
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